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Casualty Circular No. 7/2013

Suicide by Chief Officer by jumping overboard from a Chemical tanker

1, What happened?

- On 23t August 2010 at 0640 hrs, a Chief Officer, 31 years of age, was
reported missing from a chemical tanker. Vessel was en route from Hamburg to
Amsterdam, at the time of the incident. On 3rd Sept. 2010, the mortal remains
of the chief officer were recovered from the sea off the coast of Holland. The
weather, at the time of the incident, was fair and moderate.

‘2.  How it happened?

2.1 The vessel had sailed out from Hamburg on 2274 Aug 2010 at 1106 hrs,
for dry-docking at Amsterdam. Tank cleaning was carried out on 22 from
1845 hrs to 2330 hrs by the Chief Officer.

2.2 At 0640 hrs, the Master had called the Bridge to find out the status of
tank cleaning. He was told by the 34 officer that the Chief Officer had not come
on watch. A search was carried out on board and at 0710 hrs, a man overboard
distress message was broadcasted and the vessel was turned around for sea
search. The search was carried out in co-ordination with Bremen MRCC and
Netherlands Coast Guard. A helicopter was also deployed for the search by the
Netherlands Coast Guard. Search was unsuccessful,



and also mentioned suicide as the only option. His notes also indicate that he
feared imprisonment due to possibly, some errors in cargo calculations which
he blamed himself for., Apparently,‘ this concern had caused him excessive
mental disturbance and emotional upheaval, In one of the notes, addressed to
his wife, mother, father, relatives and friends, it was mentioned that he was
sorry and too proud to admit failure and that he loved them very much. He also
mentioned that he will be seeing them in spirit.

3. Why it happened?



unwilling to accept failure and unwilling to discuss issues with colleagues or
seniors. The autopsy report gave the cause of death as drowning,

4, Lessons learnt.

4.1 Ship-owners/managers/operators should take note of the incident and
consider necessary value added training to the newly promoted officers,
particularly those who are being promoted to the management positions i.e. to
the chief officer or 2nd engineer positions or equivalent.

4.2 Duties and responsibilities of newly promoted officers should be effectively
monitored and guidance provided where required, by senior officers on board
and by shore based superintendents, as the case may be, ensuring that they
are able to cope with their new responsibilities.

: <
/ -

rCapt. Harish Khatri

Dy. Director General of Shipping [Tech]




