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Casualty Circular No. 02 of 2012

File No. 9-NT(17)/2011





       Dated: 18.07.2012
Subject: Sinking of mechanized Sailing Vessel off the coast of Oman.

1.
What happened ?


A Mechanized Sailing Vessel (MSV) loaded with general cargo had sailed from Dubai in the month of October for Salalah, Oman. The vessel was manned by 15 crew. During the voyage, the vessel encountered cyclonic weather and while the vessel was off Khuriya Muriya Island, wave height of about 30 feet was reported. The vessel took in sea water, resulting in flooding of engine room and subsequent stoppage of malfunctioning of engines. Cargo was jettisoned by the crew and attempts were made to pump out sea water from engine room with the help of 3 bilge pumps. However, soon the vessel drifted towards shore and grounded on the rocky seabed. Of the 15 crew members, 6 survived while 9 lives were lost in the sea.

2.
How it happened ?


The MSV loaded with general cargo had left Dubai on 26th October bound for Salalah Oman. On 30th October, the Tindal of the vessel reported to the owner that the vessel was encountering very rough seas off the Oman coast. On 1st November, the vessel again reported to the owner that the adverse weather conditions had continued and when the vessel was off Khurya Muriya islands, wave height of about 30 feet were experienced. On 2nd November, the vessel informed that the engine room is filled with 4 to 5 feet of water and that the engine had stopped working. 
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Thereafter, the crew engaged in jettisoning of cargo into the sea and at the same time, attempts were made to pump out sea water from the engine room with the help of 3 bilge punps. However, by evening same day, the vessel had drifted towards ashore and grounded on rocky seabed.

Subsequent to the grounding, the crew donned their life jackets and attempted to board the life raft, however, the raft could not be cast away because it was tied by a rope to the railings of the vessel. Crew members had tried to cut the rope but due to extremely rough conditions and also due to the prevailing darkness, crew were not successful in their attempts to cut loose the life raft. The vessel, after having grounded on the rocks was being lashed with high wind and waves which eventually broke the vessel and the crew were thrown overboard. Six crew members managed to get hold of floating aids and reached ashore after three hours while remaining 9 were lost in the sea. 
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DEBRIES OF SHIP WRECK
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Survived crew members eventually managed to reach shore authorities and owner was informed about the ship wreck and the loss of lives. Information was also conveyed to Salala Port Control, Oman Coastguard and Oman Navy and also the United India Insurance.


On 5th November, Oman Coastguard officials informed the owner that the vessel was found in the broken condition and the six crew members who had survived the ship wreck were at the police station.


On 7th November, the officials of the Oman coastguard informed the owner that 4 dead bodies were found which were kept at the hospital. However, due to severe decomposition of the mortal remains, no identification could be possible. Attempts were also made to search for the remaining five missing crew members with the help of coastguard police and the Oman Navy, but in vain.

3.
Why it happened ?


Ingress of water in engine room caused vessel’s engine to stop functioning. Due to severe weather conditions, vessel drifted ashore, grounded on rocks and broke up.

4.
Lessons to be learned

4.1
The construction design of MSV, which are essentially wooden ships, is not suitable for sailing during heavy seas. 

4.2
All vessels are required to be fitted with adequate personnel life saving appliances.

4.3
All vessels to be manned with appropriately trained crew.

(Capt. H. Khatri)

Dy. Director General of Shipping (Tech)
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